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T Concordia Lutheran Church T 

Conover, NC 

Easter Day, 2023 

 

 

Prelude  

 

 

T Preparation T 

We stand and face the rear of the nave. 

P We gather in the presence of God to celebrate the most significant 

event in the history of the whole world: the fulfillment of God’s 

own promise to mankind from the beginning, the undoing of the 

curse of death, and the defeat of the cause of death namely sin. It 

is the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from death. He did not 

die for Himself. He died the death of Adam and Eve and of all 

their descendants. He died your death. After three days in a cold 

tomb of death, He arose bodily and to this day lives and rules the 

universe. The fact of His resurrection is a celebration of faith. 

This victory is assured to all who believe. Though we still sin and 

though we die, by faith in Jesus, the living Lord, sin is forgiven 

and taken away, and death becomes but the gate to our own 

resurrection to eternal life. 
 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father, and the T Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Entrance Rite          1 Corinthians 15:54b–57 

P Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed, alleluia! 

 

P “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your 

victory? 

C O death, where is your sting?” 
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P The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

C But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Easter Gospel              St. John 20:1-9 
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, 

while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 

tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” So Peter went out 

with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them 

were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 

tomb first. And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but 

he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been 

on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by 

itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, 

and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, 

that he must rise from the dead.  
 

P Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

Processional Hymn     “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  

 

 

    Men: 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

P This is the day the Lord has made. 

C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

P Christ has risen from the dead. 

C God the Father has crowned Him. 

 

P He has made Him ruler over the works of His hands. 

C He has put everything under His feet. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise  “Gloria in Excelsis”  

 

 

Women: 
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Salutation & Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to 

the death of the cross and by His glorious resurrection delivered 

us from the power of the enemy. Grant that all our sin may be 

drowned through daily repentance and that day by day we may 

arise to live before You in righteousness and purity forever; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 

 

 

T Word T 

 

 

First Reading     Acts 10:34-43 

L This is the Word of the Lord.    Pew Bible page 1169 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Anthem    “Now Let the Heavens Be Joyful”      Halter/Bobb 
 

 

Epistle Reading            Colossians 3:1-4 

L This is the Word of the Lord.      Pew Bible pg. 1253 
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C Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of the Day “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon       “Running to the Grave”       Pastor Michael Geml 

Choir: 
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We stand. 

Nicene Creed           Inside back cover of LSB 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 
Confession & Absolution 

P Merciful and loving Father, we confess that we have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by our sinful actions 

and our failure to do the good You desire. We pray You to grant 

to the penitent absolution and peace, that freed from the burden 

of guilt we enjoy the gift of a clear conscience. 

C Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy 

name. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

 

T The Sacrament T


 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise 

You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and 

bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, 

and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 

Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O author of life and salvation, for You have 

filled our hearts with unending joy in the resurrection of Your 

Son, our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. As we gather to remember His 

sacrifice and to receive the benefits of His death and resurrection, 

You fill us with Your peace through the very presence of Christ in 
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our midst. 

C He lives triumphant from the grave! He lives eternally to save! 

P To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Words of Institution 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

 
Sharing of the Peace 

 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
We sit. 
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Distribution Hymns 

“Because He Lives” 

 God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus; 

 He came to love, heal, and forgive; 

 He lived and died to buy my pardon, 

 An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 
 

 Refrain: Because He lives I can face tomorrow; 

    Because He lives all fear is gone; 

    Because I know He holds the future, 

    And life is worth the living just because He lives. 
 

 How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 

 And feel the pride, and joy He gives; 

 But greater still the calm assurance, 

 This child can face uncertain days because He lives.  Refrain 
 

 And then one day I’ll cross the river; 

 I’ll fight life’s final war with pain; 

 And then as death gives way to vict’ry, 

 I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He lives.  Refrain 

 

“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia!  466 

“With High Delight Let Us Unite” 483 

 

 

We stand. 
Nunc Dimittis 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, through Your Son’s body and blood, the 

blessings of the first Easter Day have been given to us again on 

this Easter Day! Savoring the sweetness of our Redeemer’s 

victory, help us to go forth and share the hope of the 

resurrection so that all people may know Your saving love; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Benediction         Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Dismissal 

P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
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C Thanks be to God. 

 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Recessional Hymn “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 461 

 

 

 
 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude 


